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The 31 chapters provide a wealth of previously unpublished information, plus topic syntheses, for a

wide range of ecological parameters. These include the physical driving forces that created and

continue to shape the Everglades and patterns and processes of its flora and fauna. The book

summarizes recent studies of the region's vegetation, alligators, wading birds, and endangered

species such as the snail kite and Florida panther. This referee-reviewed volume is the product of

collaboration among 58 international authors from 27 institutional affiliations over nearly five

years.The book concludes with a synthesis of system-wide restoration hypotheses, as they apply to

the Everglades, that represent the integration and a collective viewpoint from the preceding 30

chapters. Techniques and systems learned here can be applied to ecosystems around the world.
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This book contains a great deal of historic information about how the Everglades functioned

hydraulically and ecologically. Once that background is set then the discussion is expanded to ways

to restore structure and function. Particulalry important is the "why"; what does a functioning system

provide to people, even if they aren't interested in visiting the 'Glades.
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